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Achieving “Build Back Better”
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Fostering Disaster Risk Reduction
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A Roundtable on DRR
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Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka [(zv5>nrxitazastnm]
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Progress in the Development of
Globally Accessible Early Warning Systems:
The Gender Dimension of Disaster Risk Reduction

Research reveals that disasters reinforce, perpetuate and increase gender inequality in terms of loss of
livelihoods, gender-based violence and even levels of mortality during and in the aftermath of disasters.

—(Section of the text removed for brevity)—

Women often do not have equal access to technology, communication channels or services, and thus miss
out on critical information. This is particularly true for women and other marginalized groups living in
rural or isolated areas. Higher mortality rates for women have been observed during recent disasters. For
example, in the 2004 Indian Ocean tsunami, the reported number of women’s deaths was four times
higher than for men. In the 2015 Nepal earthquake, it was reported that 55 per cent of those killed were
women and girls. Studies suggest that there are many reasons for these different outcomes. It has been
found that in some societies, women are restricted from acquiring lifesaving skills, such as swimming,
due to cultural practices and norms. During the aforementioned tsunami, many women drowned due to
their inability to swim. This demonstrates how socially constructed gender norms can limit women’s
access to information and important skills, making them more vulnerable in disasters. Similarly, studies
have shown that access to resources and wealth in households and society, and access to education, also
decrease their vulnerability to disasters.

From “Progress in the Development of Globally Accessible Early Warning Systems: The Gender Dimension of Disaster Risk Reduction”, by Dilanthi
Amaratunga, a Professor of Disaster Risk Management and heads the Global Disaster Resilience Centre at the University of Huddersfield, United
Kingdom, ©2022 United Nations. Reprinted with the permission of the United Nations. To check the original text, visit: https://www.un.org/en/un-
chronicle/progress-development-globally-accessible-early-warning-systems-gender-dimension
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